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W PW 2017 Edition

A message from Trustee of Vakta Mandir Sydney Trust

Namashkar!

Durga Puja is the most important festival of Bengalis. The familiar sound of Dhak, Dhunuchi
nachh, the mild fragrance of Shiuli, gives a familiar tug at every Bengali heart. Vakta Mandir
Sydney has been celebrating this auspicious occasion since 2012 with a vision to bring together
the feelings, emotions and culture of Bengalis staying in Sydney. In a continued effort to bring
back the happiness of cultural and traditional festival, Vakta Mandir has been conducting Durga
Pujas since then and this year is no exception.

Vakta Mandir journey so far was made possible by the overwhelming support of many people.
We hope to receive the same patronage in the future as well. We would like to thank all
advertisers who have sponsored this year’s publication. We are thankful to all volunteers,
honourable Bengali community of Sydney, associates of vakta Mandir Sydney & All Bengali
cultural committees.

At different stages of this process, we received valuable advices from many well-wishers. We
tried to incorporate their suggestions as much as possible, and hereby convey our sincere
thanks to all of them.

The trustees of Vakta Mandir Sydney Trust

Ve L X

Ashoke Kundu CA CPA  Bidhan Chakrabarty Dr Subrata Biswas Dr Jayanta Kar Clr Suman Saha




as | Understand

Dr Kalyan Biswas

The celebration of Durga Puja has
rooted itself so deep in the minds of
our people that the question of
narrating the theme to anybody will
| not be a new thing. However this
§ 75! celebration has a scientific message
A I_ | for the people to lead a smooth and
: happy life sans (without) commu-
nalism, separatism and non-cooperation. The theme as
it has been taken from Durga Saptasati is furnished
below.

Mahisasura, the king of demons attacked Heaven. He
violently fought with Indra, the king of gods, and
sacked him away from his throne. King Indra along with
other gods ran to Brahma, the most aged and learned
god of the universe. They all prayed him to tell the
reason of their defeat, and to find out a clue for killing
Mahisasura, the demon king. The other two Gods
Vishnu and Shiva, who were in the sides of Brahma got
angry very much and their anger gave birth to Durga.
All the gods donated their weapons to Goddess Durga
and prayed to kill the demon king.

Mahisasura violently fought with goddess Durga in
guise of a bubbalo initially. But being unable to with-
stand the severe attack from Goddess Durga, he was
forced to come out of the buffalo body into his real self.
Goddess Durga immediately killed him by penet rating
Trisul into his chest.

This picture of Goddess durga, riding on the back of a
lion and killing the demon by penetrating a Trisul most
violently into the chest of Mahisasura's demon body
after recasting himself from the bubbalo guise is wor-
shipped by us as Mahisamardini. The Goddess is seen
accompained by other gods like Ganapati, Kartikeya,
Goddesses Laxmi and Saraswati.

The latent meaning of this mythological story and the
reason of four other deities worshipped with Goddess
Durga is actually not understood by the general mass.
As a result, neither the worshippers nor the society or
the nation is actually benefitted with this worshipping
and the rituals associated with it. These rituals howev-
er stand for unity and strengthening the nation by curb-
ing communalism, separatism and non- cooperation

from the minds of the common mass and to develop
a positive attitude towards like. To inspire and envig-
orate the mass the internal meaning of this story has
been modified here.

In the fearful battle with Mahisasura, Indra, the king
of the heaven was defeated and he was sacked away
from his throne. The other gods were also tortured
by him. Atlast they all ran to Brahma for help. They all
prayed him to enlighten them about the cause of
their defeat and to disclose the clue for killing the
demon.

Brahma told the gods that their defeat was due to
lack of unity among them. Neither the gods of differ-
ent sects and their followers had participated in the
battle nor the general mass were properly informed
about the battle. On the contrary all the communal
leaders of Giants' empire such as, Sumbha, Nishumb-
ha, Raktavirja, Chanda, Munda and Dhumralochan
alongwith their soldiers had helped Mabhisasura.
Unless

there is proper unity and cooperation in the King-
dom, no king can ever win a battle. In the last battle
the forces of Vaishnav community (Vishnu Shakti)
had not been utilised, who could have fought with
Chakras. The Shaiva community (Shiva Sakti) special-
ised to fight with Shula, Trisul and Pasupata had not
been utilised. Similarly, Shakta community special-
ised in fighting with khadga, ganapatya with Pasa and
Ankusha, Saraswata with war music had not been
participated in the battle. So if all of these gods could
be united together, then undoubtedly they can win
the battle.

The clue of killing the demons was disclosed by him
like this. The forces of King Indra had mainly depend-
ed upon their electrically charged (Tadit-bahita)
weapon 'Bajra’ which had got no action on the
bodies of demons as they had wrapped their bodies
with the dresses made out of buffalo's skin. The
dense black hairs of buffalo being a nonconductor of
electricity, Bajra cannot harm the bodies of the giants
guarded by the later. Had the different forces of
Heaven faught unitedly with the weapons like
Chakra, Sayak, Khadga, Ankush, Trisul they could
have sucessfully destroyed the shield of buffalo
skin of the demons. This could have undoubtedly
compelled the demons to come out of their shield
and fight in their real self. Then Bajrgmis the

blink of eye.



Being enlightened with this winning instructions
the gods jumped at their feet with loud slogans and
were united together to form a combined force
called 'Durga’ which could easily destroy the
numerous 'Durgas' (castles) of enemies in a
moment.

Durgam Nihanti Ya Nitya Sa Durga Parikirtita" that is
: - She is 'Durga’ who destroys durga (castle) daily.

After unification the forces of Vishnu, Shiva, Shak-
ti,Ganapati, Surya, Kuver, Vayu, Agni with their
weapons Chakra, Sula, Trisul, Pasupat, Krupana,
Pasa, Ankusha, Rashmi Jala, Agnisara and trained
animals like lions, elephants, horses and snakes
became ready to fight. Ganapati, the leader of
ganas (general public) created alertness amongst
people and provided them the knowledge of battle.
Young Kartikeya became the Commander-in-Chief.
Laxmi financed the battle and Saraswati inspired all
the soldiers by playing string instrument Veena
causing vibrations in their heart strings (nerves).
The war broke out and both the sides fought vigor-
ously. Use of all the powerful heavenly weapons
tore and damaged the shield of demons. The
demons had to cast off their damaged shield and
fight. Hence without the non-conductor shield they
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could be killed easily by applying Bajra and other
weapons. Mahasasura armed with the united force
of the demons was ultimately killed by Goddess
Durga enriched with the power of unity and co-op-
eration of gods and human beings.

After destruction of these powerful enemies, Indra
got his throne back and the gods returned to their
eternal abode and prayed goddess Durga to be
always by their sides and save them from all sorts
of danger to come.lt is utmost necessary that the
above described internal meaning of Durgapuja
should be manifested before the current civilized
mankind. This is the only function that is solem-
nised with much triumph and ovation in all over
India leading to a maximum congregation. The
above mentioned message of Durga Puja should be
penned lyrically composed and aired continuously
during this time.

Instead of playing modern film and album songs
during the days of long celebration this immortal
truth should be aired as songs, played as drama
and performed through dance, so that, the general
mass will be aware of the actual meaning of Durga
Puja and the real intention of Puja will be realised.
"NB: This article has been composed from multiple
sources in internet. | is not entirely an authentic
creation of me"
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About UDOK PERFORMING
ARTS AND FOUNDERS

Udok performing arts, established around fifteen years
ago by two young aspiring Indian classical dancers
Moumita Chatterjee and Rajib Saha. They traveled
various states of India and around the world several
times with their classical dance performance to various
category audience.

Moumita was born in Kolkata. She took her first dance
training by her mother and later she went to Kalaman-
dalam Calcutta. Moumita had the opportunity to learn
under revered Guru Dr. Smt. Thankamani Kutty. She is
now a senior dance teacher of Kalamandalam.

Rajib started his carrier of dance from smt. Mamata
Shankar. He learned Chhou dance from Orissa, Kath-
akali from Guru Gobindan Kutty and Bharatnatyam
from Guru Abhoy Pal.

Moumita and Rajib have travelled all over India and
abroad to perform Indian classical dance.

As a part of their classical dance teaching passion they
have opened a classical dance school in Sydney in the
name of “Udok Performing Arts Sydney”. They are
willing to introduce the pure classical dance to children
of subcontinent communities.

Contact Details of dance school:

Udok Performing Arts Sydney

Email: udokonstage@gmail.com

Phone: 0424232831 or 001191-9830991036
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Durga Puja--the ceremonial worship of the mother
goddess, is one of the most important festivals of India.
Apart from being a religious festival for the Hindus, it is
also an occasion for reunion and rejuvenation, and a
celebration of traditional culture and customs. While
the rituals entail ten days of fast, feast and worship, the

last four days--Saptami, Ashtami, Navami and
Dashami--are celebrated with much gaiety and gran-
deur in India and abroad, especially in Bengal, where
the ten-armed goddess riding the lion is worshipped
with great passion and devotion.

Durga Puja Mythology: Rama's 'Akal Bodhan'

Durga Puja is celebrated every year in the Hindu month
of Ashwin (September-October) and commemorates
Prince Rama's invocation of the goddess before going
to war with the demon king Ravana. This autumnal
ritual was different from the conventional Durga Puja,
which is usually celebrated in the springtime. So, this
Puja is also known as 'akal-bodhan' or out-of-season
(‘akal') worship ('bodhan'). Thus goes the story of Lord
Rama, who first worshipped the 'Mahishasura Mardini'
or the slayer of the buffalo-demon, by offering 108 blue
lotuses and lighting 108 lamps, at this time of the year.
The First Durga Puja in Bengal

The first grand worship of Goddess Durga in recorded
history is said to have been celebrated in the late

The ultimate intimation of
Durga Puja in our Modern Life style

1500s. Folklores say the landlords, or zamindar, of
Dinajpur and Malda initiated the first Durga Puja in
Bengal. According to another source, Raja Kangsha-
narayan of Taherpur or Bhabananda Mazumdar of
Nadiya organized the first Sharadiya or Autumn Durga
Puja in Bengal in c.1606.

The 'Baro-Yaari' Puja and Beginning of Mass Celebra-
tion

The origin of the community puja can be credited to
the twelve friends of Guptipara in Hoogly, West Bengal,
who collaborated and collected contributions from
local residents to conduct the first community puja
called the 'baro-yaari' puja, or the 'twelve-pal' puja, in
1790.

The baro-yaari puja was brought to Kolkata in 1832 by
Raja Harinath of Cossimbazar, who performed the
Durga Puja at his ancestral home in Murshidabad from
1824 to 1831, notes Somendra Chandra Nandy in
'Durga Puja: A Rational Approach' published in The
Statesman Festival, 1991.

Origin of 'Sarbajanin Durga Puja' or Community Cele-
bration

"The baro-yaari puja gave way to the sarbajanin or
community puja in 1910, when the Sanatan Dharmot-
sahini Sabha organized the first truly community puja
in Baghbazar in Kolkata with full public contribution,
public control and public participation. Now the domi-
nant mode of Bengali Durga Puja is the 'public'
version," write M. D. Muthukumaraswamy and Molly
Kaushal in Folklore, Public Sphere, and Civil Society.
The institution of the community Durga Puja in the
18th and the 19th century Bengal contributed vigor-
ously to the development of Hindu Bengali culture.
British Involvement in Durga Puja

The research paper further indicates that:

"high level British officials regularly attend Durga Pujas
organized by influential Bengalis and British soldiers
actually participate in the pujas, have praised, and even
salute the deity, but 'the most amazing act of worship
was performed by the East India Company itself: i n
1765 it offered a thanksgiving Puja, no doubtas a
politic act to appease its Hindu subjects, on
obtaining the Diwani of Bengal.' (Sukanta Chaud-

huri, ed. Calcutta: the Living City, Vol. 1: The

Past) And it is reported that even the
pany auditor-general John Chips org8gs.,
ized Durga Puja at his Bighhum offi '}:J'r

St

In fact, the full official participation™




of the British in the Durga Puja continued till 1840,
when a law was promulgated by the government
banning such participation."

Evolution of the 'Pratima’ and the 'Pandal’

The traditional icon of the goddess worshiped during
the Durga Puja is in line with the iconography delineat-
ed in the scriptures. In Durga, the Gods bestowed their
powers to co-create a beautiful goddess with ten arms,
each carrying their most lethal weapon.

The tableau of Durga also features her four
children--Kartikeya, Ganesha, Saraswati and Lakshmi.
Traditional clay image of Durga ,or pratima, made of
clay with all five gods and goddesses under one struc-
ture is known as 'ek-chala' ('ek' = one, 'chala' = cover).

There are two kinds of embellishments that are used
on clay--sholar saaj and daker saaj. In the former, the
pratima is traditionally decorated with the white core
of the shola reed which grows within marshlands. As
the devotees grew wealthier, beaten silver (rangta) was
used. The silver used to be imported from Germany
and was delivered by post (dak). Hence the name daker
saaj.

The huge temporary canopies--held by a framework of
bamboo poles and draped with colorful fabric --that
house the icons are called 'pandals'. Modern pandals
are innovative, artistic and decorative at the same
time, offering a visual spectacle for the numerous
visitors who go 'pandal-hopping' during the four days
of Durga Puja.

How can we relate our modern life with Durga Puja?

In our very modern lives, life is always beyond every-
one’s control point but Karma is something which
always waits for our execution and we certainly have a
power over this. We cannot live forever but our good
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Karmas stay ever on the earth. Every path towards
making good soul starts with one step. And that ways
to our own soul. Through worshiping Durga will ease
our thinking process and leverage our mind in good
direction. It is not for the day where we just cherish to
get our desires approved by the supreme Goddess, on
the contrary it is great joyful moment that we could
evaluate utilise in performing well beings, helping the
helpless and preparing for every possible worse. This
is the best occasion to offer our belongingness and
downiness to Ma Durga, and sought for more perse-
verance and a mind full of positiveness.

What we can take from this?

The famous philosopher, Tolstoy once said,

“The most import time is, current moment

The most important task is, the one | am working now
The most important person is, the person who is
sitting in front of me and listening to me”

So, we know what is important to us now, we believe
what is precious thing to be protective about for us
now and who are the people that we always love to
be with and the last but not the least, do we all know
what we want from our very lives. But the thing we all
do not know is, can we make ourselves happy for
every moment n our lives. The obvious answer is, No.
And this is where the Deity Durga will help us. When
we all get together with love and open hearts, we
welcome God within our mine and soul. A pure soul
will drive the body with perfect balance between
material and inner lives. A perfect balance between
the things we desire and the things that we deserve is
the best sign of a successful human. Lets limit our
cherishes to our extreme and try working with a pure
honesty towards that goals. May Durga Ma be with us
in every steps!!!
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